
Pastor’s Pen  
by Richard Lapehn 

CHOOSING FUN 
 

A new church opened in a growing city and flooded their 
region with publicity that asked the question, ñAre you 
having fun yet?ò 
 
That question attached to the name of a church puzzled 
some people.  One man called the church to tell them that 
the postcard trivialized a churchôs purpose to make a point 
out of having fun.  Printed on the postcard were a  
description of the new church and an invitation to join 
them as they worshipped and enjoyed life (had fun)  
together. 
 
Their approach begs the question, ñShould the church be a 
place for ófunô?ò 
 
Of course the church should be a place where we have fun, 
as it is to be a place where followers of Christ gather and 
reaffirm their faith through worship, praise, and prayer.  In 
any culture, most people will choose joy and fun over 
drudgery and duty every time.  To the extent that we  
celebrate what our Christian faith is in terms of hope, joy, 
and contentment, we will speak the language most people 
want to hear AND speak the truth about our faith. 
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Pastorôs Pen Continued é 
 

While the word fun does not appear in most  
English Bibles, the word joy does appear nearly 
200 TIMES.  The Bible is a joyful book.   
Christianity is an exuberant and happy faith.   
 
The joy we experience does not cheapen the 
sense of the holy in worship, but rather heightens 
our understanding of Godôs Spirit at work among 
us and through us.  We find joy in worship,  
service to another, listening to and encouraging 
another, and simply being together. 
 
During the rightfully cautious days of separation 
in the midst of COVID-19, we still find joy in our 
faith as we converse, inspire, and care for each 
other. 
 
As of the writing of this newsletter, we do plan to  
celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion on 
Sunday, August 2, during worship.  Upon entry to 
the sanctuary, those who will participate in the 
Sacrament will pick up their own individual 
Communion kit at either entrance and take the kit 
to their seat.  In order to maintain a safe and 
healthy distance from one another, no  
communion elements will be passed among the 
pews and no Elders will be approaching anyone 
to assist with the Sacrament.  I will share the 
communion liturgy from the table in the front of 
the Sanctuary and direct all participants as we 
proceed.  Thank you for your understanding as 
we continue to work to ensure the safety of those 
among us who are at greatest risk for  
compromising their health. 
 
With Appreciation for your continuing  
faithfulness to one another and our Church, 
 
Rich Lapehn 
 
 
 

August 2   

 9   

 16   

 23   

 30   

September 6   

 13   

 20 GRUBB  

 27   

Is there a Birthday, Anniversary or 

other special occasion coming up?  

Or, do you just love the smell of 

fresh cut flowers?  If so, please fill 

out a flower form to help us fill the 

available dates for the next few 

months.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Tom O’Neill.  

 

Thank you for your support! 



                   Mission  

                   & Outreach 
Homebound Member 

August’s Homebound Member is Dorothy Morter.   
Help us brighten her day with your cards and prayers.   

 

Send cards to:  100 High Point Dr. C2  

Medina, OH 44256  
 

BACM 
For the month of August, please bring in…      

Side Dishes (Knorr/Lipton rice, noodles, potatoes, etc.),  

Shampoo &Conditioner 

Place your items on the table by the Narthex or the 

Parking Lot exits or outside the church office door.  
 

 

 News from The Coalition 

of Concerned Christians 

Soup Kitchen Update 
Our Quarterly Board Meeting was held last month and the decision 
to postpone the ñre-openingò of Soup Kitchen until after our next 
meeting in October was agreed upon by all present.  Due to the  
current COVID-19 situation we do not feel that it is safe for those 
preparing the meals and those in attendance.  Another update will 
be sent after our next board meeting.  Thank you for your continued 
support.  

Ministry  

Meetings  

Night 
 

TBA 

Deacon’s 

Meeting 

 

TBA 
 

August 19th 

Session Zoom 

Meeting 

 

7:00 p.m. 

To show great love for God and our neighbor we need not do great 
things. It is how much love we put in the doing that makes our  

offering something beautiful for God. 



First  

Presbyterian 

Church 

Sunday School  

9:30 a.m. 
 

 August Birthdays 

& Anniversaries 
 

Happy Birthday 
  8.3  Barb McConnell 

  8.5  Dorothy Morter 

  8.8  Jim Thomas 

8.12  Bob Marson 

8.13  Carol Deuber 

8.14  Don Wehling 

8.14  Vicki Perkins 

8.26  Susan Peake 

636 Park Avenue W 

Barberton, OH 44203 

330.745.2161 
churchmail@fpcbarberton.org 

Happy Anniversary 
  8.3  Mike & Sue Rosinski 

  8.6  Miles & Dee Hastings 

8.14  Bob & Annette Marson 

8.18  John & Joan McAnlis 

8.19  Mike & Sharon Keenan 

8.24  Don & Carolyn Binkley 

8.25  Karl & Barb McConnell 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Worship 

10:45 a.m. 

JOIN US... 

Pastor’s Chat Room 
You are invited to join us every Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the Church Library 

for a great discussion.  Stop by & join us– you won’t be disappointed! 
 

Information on other Groups & Meetings  

will be disclosed when received.   

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

SMALL GROUPS... 


